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Baker City, OregonL1

 L1a
  Alternative analysis has been revised to refl ect comments on the Draft EIS. The consideration 
of land use (including airports and airstrips) has been incorporated in to the new process for 
consideration of alternatives.

L1b  Comment noted.

L1c  Comment noted.

L1d  Comment noted.

1

comment@boardmantohemingway.com

From: Mike Kee <mkee@bakercity.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 19, 2015 8:47 AM
To: comment@boardmantohemingway.com
Subject: B2H

To Whom it May Concern;
The City of Baker City does not support the current siting of the B2H line due to the fact that the proposed site is within
several miles of the Baker City airport and may interfere with the flight path of aircraft as they land and take off from the
airport.

As of yet the health issues which are caused by these type of power lines are unknown, many believe that they are
directly attributable to the cause of cancer. The BLM should consider all available research on the health effects of
those who live near power lines.

More of an effort should be placed on siting the line on public ground and minimizing the impact that the proposed line
will have on private ground.

The BLM should place a great value on the natural beauty and historical significance of the Baker Valley. There is a
reason the BLM sited the Oregon Trail Interpretive Center where it is today. It is because historically that is more or less
the view pioneers on the Oregon Trail first saw of the Baker Valley. The proposed site goes directly through that view as
if the Oregon Trail had never happened.

Thank you
Mike Kee, City Manager

Mike Kee
Baker City City Manager
P.O. Box 650
Baker City OR 97814
541 524 2040
mkee@bakercity.com

L1a

L1b

L1c

L1d
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City of Boardman, OregonL2

1

comment@boardmantohemingway.com

From: Karen  Pettigrew <PettigrewK@cityofboardman.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 19, 2015 11:08 AM
To: tgertsch@blm.gov; comment@boardmantohemingway.com
Subject: B2H comments
Attachments: BLM letter B2H.pdf

Tamara,
You will find our attached comments and the original will be in the mail today.
Thank you for your consideration.

Karen Pettigrew
City Manager
City of Boardman, Oregon
PH. 541 481 9252
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City of Boardman, Oregon (cont.)L2

L2a  Comment noted.

L2b
 The minimum comment period is 60 days; an additional 30 days was provided. Also, Draft 
EIS public meetings were held. Please refer to Section 4.3 for a discussion of the public 
participation process.

L2a

L2b
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City of Boardman, Oregon (cont.)L2

L2c

 The analysis of impacts on agriculture for alternative routes analyzed in detail in the Final EIS 
includes a quantitative analysis of important farmland, high-value soils, irrigated farmland, and 
existing agriculture. Refer to Section 3.2.7.

The economic analysis in Section 3.2.17 includes data on effects to irrigated farmland from the 
construction and operation of the B2H Project. The analyses assess how surface disturbances 
may affect crop yields under the alternatives, and how these changes in crop yields may affect 
local economic conditions.

L2d
 The analysis of impacts on agriculture for all alternatives in the Final EIS includes a 
quantitative analysis of important farmland, high-value soils, irrigated farmland, and existing 
agriculture. Refer to Section 3.2.7.

L2e

 The analysis has been expanded to address indirect effects that may result in included growth 
related to the changes in the pattern of land use, growth rate, and related effects on air and 
agricultural lands and other natural systems, including ecosystems. Potential for induced 
development would depend on future decisions by the cities and counties in the B2H Project 
study area through their planning and zoning authorities and processes. See Section 3.2.6 for 
discussion regarding compliance of the B2H Project with existing zoning and land use plans. 

L2f See next page for response to L2f.

L2b

L2c

L2d

L2e

L2f



COMMENT(S) RESPONSE(S)
B2H Final EIS and Proposed LUP Amendments Appendix K—Public Comments on the Draft EIS and LUP Amendments and Agency Responses to the Comments

Page K5-5

City of Boardman, Oregon (cont.)L2

L2f

 Comments on the Draft EIS expressed that not enough information was provided in the Draft 
EIS to enable the reviewers to understand where impacts would occur and where mitigation 
would be applied to reduce impacts. Chapter 2, Section 2.5.1 of the Final EIS presents an 
explanation of the study and analysis approach employed for the B2H Project. Chapter 3 has 
been expanded to provide more description of the methods for used for analyzing effects 
associated with each resource (tiered to the overall approach). Chapter 3 also provides more 
information about the resources, mitigation applied to reduce impacts, and residual impacts on 
resources along each alternative route by segment, including cumulative effects. 

Regarding consideration of the Slatt Substation, in a letter dated July 23, 2015, the Bonneville 
Power Administration, the sole owner of the Slatt Substation, informed the BLM that the Slatt 
Substation has no open 500-kV bays and there are “severe physical constraints” to expanding 
the substation to accommodate the B2H Project. Also, because the Slatt Substation is wholly 
owned by the BPA, the BPA’s policy and rate schedules would require that BPA charge the 
Applicant and Pacifi Corp for use of the substation (which would be passed onto the rate 
payers. In addition, a thorough study would have to be completed to determine whether 
the Slatt Substation could meet the B2H Project’s objectives. Because the Slatt Substation 
is seriously constrained and technically infeasible, and does not meet the interests and 
objectives of the B2H Project and its partners, consideration of the Slatt Substation and an 
alternative route to the substation was eliminated from detailed analysis in the Final EIS (Final 
EIS Section 2.5.4.4).

L2g

 The impacts on prime farmland along the Longhorn Alternative have been updated. Idaho 
Power has indicated that most pivots can be used under the transmission line in the right-of-
way. The transmission line st ructures would be located outside of pivots wherever possible, 
and their locations would be selected in coordination with the landowner so as to minimize 
impacts on operations and irrigated farmland. Where structures cannot be located outside of 
pivots, landowners would be appropriately compensated. Refer to Section 3.2.7 for further 
discussion of impacts on prime farmland, pivot irrigation, and irrigated agriculture.

L2f

L2g



COMMENT(S) RESPONSE(S)
B2H Final EIS and Proposed LUP Amendments Appendix K—Public Comments on the Draft EIS and LUP Amendments and Agency Responses to the Comments

Page K5-6

City of Bonners Ferry, OregonL3

300275

Page 1 of 1

No response needed.
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City of Greenleaf, OregonL4

300609

Page 1 of 2

No response needed.
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City of Parma, IdahoL5
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City of Parma, Idaho (cont.)L5

L5a  Comment noted.L5a
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Idaho Falls PowerL6

L6a  Comment noted.

1

comment@boardmantohemingway.com

From: EnviroLytical - B2H <info@envirolytical.com>
Sent: Friday, January 23, 2015 8:54 AM
To: comment@boardmantohemingway.com
Subject: New Communication: Thank you for the receiving and reviewing comments from various 

stakeholders.  Idaho Falls Power is a not-for-profit, municipal electric utility that serves over 
27,000 customers in

Bear Prairie <bprairie@ifpower.org>
https://el2.envirolytical.com/communication/view/97290
Thank you for the receiving and reviewing comments from various stakeholders.

Idaho Falls Power is a not for profit, municipal electric utility that serves over 27,000 customers in the city of Idaho Falls.
Our city relies on the Bonneville Power Administration for a majority of the power that we deliver to our residents and
businesses. Access to this resource is an economic must for our city. The transmission agreement in which BPA
historically used to deliver this power will terminate effective July 2016. B2H is the most economic and reliable
replacement to this transmission agreement. Reliable and cost effective electricity is the lifeblood of our community.

The need for the timely completion of this project cannot be overstated. We urge the BLM and other agencies to
continue to work together in order to move this project forward. We also support the Longhorn Variation alternative
since this would allow direct interconnection to federal power resources.

L6a
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